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Working the Problem
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2007 Governor’s Cup                                             
Mine Rescue Contest 

Statement
I am __________________  ____________________, Superintendent of the New 
Branch Coal Company, Valley Mine.  You are located underground at the fresh air 
base on the North Mains Section.  This fresh air base was established when 
conditions were encountered that prevented further exploration without a breathing 
apparatus.

The North Mains Section is developing parallel to an old abandoned mine. One 
entry of the abandoned mine is being rehabilitated as the No. 1 Entry return air 
course for the North Mains Section.  Seals are being constructed in crosscuts left off 
the No. 1 Entry to separate the active workings from the abandoned mine. (show 
section and adjacent mine on large map posted at the fresh air base)  

At 6:00 AM this morning,  six (6) men entered the mine to produce coal on the 
North Mains Section.  One of the miners returned to the surface reporting that a fire 
was discovered on the section conveyor belt shortly after the start of the shift. Two 
men came outside a few minutes later, reporting that a major roof fall had occurred 
on the section. We have had no further contact from the three remaining miners who 
were located on the section.

Methane and low oxygen are known to be present in the old abandoned mine.  We 
have encountered water problems on the section and a pump must run continuously 
to prevent water from accumulating.  The pump switch located in the Fresh Air Base 
(point out) is currently off.  Power is supplied to the switch from the surface.  The 
pump can be energized from this switch.  

Temporary Stopping's have been erected across all three entries of the section 
immediately inby the Fresh Air Base.  The main fan is operating as a blowing type 
(positive pressure) system and cannot be stopped or reversed. 

Back-up mine rescue teams are standing by on the surface and all required 
authorities have been notified and are present at the mine.  A Command Center has 
been established on the surface of the mine and will function as the teams contact 
the surface.  

The mine map is not up-to-date.  

This is all the information we have at this time.
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Gas and Roof Checks
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2007 Governor’s Cup                                             
Mine Rescue Contest

Team Instructions

• Account for all missing persons.

• Explore all accessible areas that can be safely examined.

• The briefing officer shall establish communications with the 
Command Center prior to the entire team going inby the Fresh Air
Base.

• Rescue all live persons and bring them to the Fresh Air Base.

• Notify the Command Center of the following: 

 Identity and location of any missing person;

 Location of any explosive gas mixture;

 Location of any fire discovered;

 Condition of seals encountered along the No. 1 Entry;

 Any ventilation changes; and

 Any status change of the underground pump

(These items/conditions must be reported before entire team 
makes a team move after discovery)

• The team shall begin exploration in the No. 1 Entry.  

• The team shall comply with any directives they receive from the 
Command Center throughout the working of the problem.
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Exploration and Mine Rib Checks
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Governor’s Cup                                                  Governor’s Cup                                                  
Mine Rescue Contest Mine Rescue Contest -- 20072007
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Second Ventilation 
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Area Map 
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• Nails are not to be used on the field.  Top boards have been 
constructed with slots to connect to the up-rights to stabilize 
the framework.  Ventilation curtains have been provided 
with Velcro Strips.  Bottom boards will not be used for 
temporary stoppings.

• Connection of permanent stoppings, temporary stoppings, 
airlocks, or seals will require connection of all straps.  Four 
(4) straps on top and two (2) on each side must be completed.  
The lower strap on each side may be left loose for check 
curtains.

• Frames are anchored in place on the field cannot be 
disassembled.  An adequate quantity of building material to 
work the problem will be provided.

• When removing curtain from the frames, each Velcro strap 
must be disconnected individually.  Do not pull on the 
curtain to disconnect the Velcro strap.  This may result in 
broken straps.

• Working time for the problem will be 70 minutes.  If teams 
do not complete problem in time allowed they will be 
discounted for any unaccounted for people and for any thing 
that should have been located and mapped.

• If weather conditions require judges to alter an airtight 
build (i.e. loosening the straps, sliding the curtain, etc.) on 
the field during the working of the problem by the team, a 
four-inch (4”) yellow strip will be attached by the judges to 
the cross member to indicate to the team that the build is 
still intact.

13

2007 Governor’s Cup                                             2007 Governor’s Cup                                             
Mine Rescue Contest Mine Rescue Contest 

GENERAL RULESGENERAL RULES



2007 Governor’s Cup                                             2007 Governor’s Cup                                             
Mine Rescue ContestMine Rescue Contest

BLANK MAPBLANK MAP

14



Senator Phillip Puckett CongratulatesSenator Phillip Puckett Congratulates
Winners of  Preshift CompetitionWinners of  Preshift Competition

11stst PlacePlace

Roosevelt Payne Roosevelt Payne --
Mingo Logan Coal Mingo Logan Coal 

CompanyCompany

22ndnd PlacePlace

Jude Johnson Jude Johnson --
Lone Mountain Lone Mountain 
Processing, Inc.Processing, Inc.

33rdrd PlacePlace

Gary BowenGary Bowen
Paramont Coal Paramont Coal 

Co. VA, LLCCo. VA, LLC
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2007 Governor’s Cup      
Grand Champion

Pinnacle Mining Company 

Pinnacle Team (WV)
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In-State Winners      
Governor’s Cup                      

1st Place

Jewell Smokeless Coal Corporation 

“A” Team
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In-State Winners                    
2nd Place

Lone Mountain Processing, Inc. 

Lone Mountain Processing Team
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Out-Of-State Winners                    
1st Place

Pinnacle Mining Company 

Pinnacle Team (WV)
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Out-Of-State Winners                    
2nd Place

Consolidation Coal Company 

Loveridge No. 22 Team (WV)
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Accepting for MSHA 
was

Ray McKinney, 
District Manager

VA Mining Association’s representative, Ms. 
Robin Cecero, presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to the Department of Mines, 

Minerals and Energy (DMME) and the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
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Accepting for DMME 
was 

George “Bo” Willis, 
Director



In honor of Senator Phillip P. Puckett’s attendance and 
service to the 2007 Governor’s Cup Mine Rescue Competition,  
the Virginia Mining Association’s Robin Cecero and Harry 
Childress proudly presented Senator Puckett with a genuine coal 
artifact. 

APPRECIATION
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The Virginia Mining Association, Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy, and the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration would like to acknowledge and thank the 
following team for their participation in the 2007 Governor’s 
Cup Mine Rescue and Pre-Shift Contests

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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• CONSOL Energy Blue Team Mavisdale, VA

•CONSOL Energy Orange Team Mavisdale, VA

•Paramont Coal Co VA LLC Blue Team Coeburn, VA

•TECO Coal Co. Blue Team Corbin, KY

•TECO Coal Co. Gray Team Corbin, KY

•Mingo Logan Coal Co. Mountaineer Wharncliffe, WV

•Dickenson-Russell Coal Co A-Team Cleveland, VA



State Designated                          
Mine Rescue

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and 
Energy’s, Division of Mines (DM), operates the State 
Designated Mine Rescue Program.

• Virginia contracts mine rescue teams to provide mine 
rescue coverage to Virginia coal mines.

• Licensed coal mines in Virginia contract with Virginia 
for mine rescue coverage.

• Fees are passed through (less 10%).

DM Assists mine rescue teams with training.
• Inspection of Mine Rescue Stations.
• Co-sponsors mine rescue contests with Mine Safety & 

Health Administration, Virginia Mining Association, 
Virginia Mining Institute.

• Assists with training for mine rescue contests.
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